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Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania 

Department  of  Agriculture 
Harrisburg 


;CRETARY 


September  30,  1965 


The  Honorable  William  W.  Scranton 
Governor  of  Pennsylvania 
Harrisburg,  Pennsylvania 

! 

jDear  Governor  Scranton: 

I  The  problem  of  providing  food  for  our  growing  population 

is  becoming  a  matter  of  concern  in  many  quarters.    Surpluses  that  many 
people  still  think  of  as  huge  are  small,  in  reality,  when  considered  in 
relation  to  this  country's  needs  and  the  greater  requirements  of  the 
world. 

I  As  the  population  continues  to  grow  -  the  number  is 

expected  to  double  in  the  next  35  years  -  future  problems  will  become 
more  serious  and  complex  unless  adequate  preparations  are  made  to 
meet  them  in  time. 

This  report,  in  addition  to  showing  what  has  been 
accomplished  in  the  past  year,  reflects  the  many  steps  being  taken  by 
the  Pennsylvania  Department  of  Agriculture  to  gear  its  services  to 
meet  demands  of  the  future.    These  activities  are  vitally  important  if 
we  are  to  maintain  a  progressive  Agriculture  and  sound  Agribusiness 
in  the  NEW  Pennsylvania. 

Sincerely  yours, 
L.  H.  Bull 


HIGHLIGHTS  OF  1964-65 


Occupation  of  new  Agriculture  Building  completed, 

centralizing  all  major  functions  of  the  Department.  | 

•  Fruit  and  vegetable  inspection  service  expanded  througt 
new  office  in  Kennett  Square,  heart  of  Pennsylvania  mush 
room  industry;  mushroom  market  news  service  introduced 

New  dairy  exposition,  the  Pennsylvania  All-American 
Dairy  Show,  inaugurated;  first  event  attracted  1,981 
entries  from  United  States  and  Canada. 


•  Pennsylvania,  for  first  time,  is  without  a  "Red  Flag"  hen 
in  bovine  tuberculosis  eradication  program.  i  , 


Initial  steps  taken  to  combat  alfalfa  weevil  with  parasitic 
insects  and  reduce  pesticide  residue  problem  for  dairymen. 

•  Controlled  atmospheric  storage  program  for  apples  act: 
vated;  regulations  drafted  for  certified  apple  program. 

Hog  cholera  eradication  program  moved  into  second  phase 
of  four-part  campaign  to  wipe  out  this  disease. 

•  Preparations  begun  for  50th  Anniversary  of  Pennsylvani 
State  Farm  Show  in  January  1966. 

Marketing  advisory  council  plan  expanded,  Egg  Council 
organized  to  plan  commodity  promotion. 
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•  Joined  with  State  Department  of  Forests  and  Waters  i 
spraying  cankerworm-infested  woodland  in  Potter  Count 


\dminisi"rative 
Services 

'The  new  Agriculture  Office  Build- 
ng  and  Laboratory  was  fully  oc- 
upied    by    the    Department  on 
|)ecember  16,  1964,  and  was  officially 
ledicated  by  Governor  William  W. 
cranton  on  May  6,  1965. 
During  the  past  year  Administra- 
jive  Services  worked  closely  with  the 
rchitect,   contractors,   the  General 
tate  Authority,  the  Department  of 
'roperty  and  Supplies  and  the  pro- 
"  ram  directors  of  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  on  the  development  and 
xecution  of  various  modifications 
nd  improvements  to  the  new  fa- 
ilities.    These    modifications  in- 
luded    new    office    layouts,  the 
elocation  of  telephone  and  electric 
i'lutlets  and  the  development  of  plans 
(ii  nd  specifications  for  various  items 
I  if  office  and  laboratory  equipment. 

administration 

A  librarian  was  added  to  the  Ad- 
ministrative Services  staff.  He  is 
■resently  reviewing,  evaluating  and 


cataloging  all  the  volumes  in  the 
Department's  library  so  that  valu- 
able reference  and  research  assist- 
ance will  soon  be  readily  available 
to  the  various  program  areas  and 
non-department  agriculture  oriented 
activities. 

During  this  period  further  steps 
were  taken  toward  a  coinprehensive 
administrative  procedures  manual. 
Procedures  were  written  for  dupli- 
cating, supply,  procurement,  mail 
and  messenger  services;  and  automo- 
tive and  personnel  procedures  are 
currently  being  prepared.  When  this 
manual  is  completed  it  will  provide 
a  basic  operational  guide  to  all  the 
Administrative  Services  functions. 

Improved  data  processing  tech- 
niques now  permit  us  to  send 
itemized  payment  vouchers  to  veteri- 
narians participating  in  the  Depart- 
ment's brucellosis  and  tuberculosis 
testing  programs.  A  large  volume  of 
fiscal  and  statistical  information  per- 
taining to  these  programs  is  also 
provided  by  om  data  processing. 

Personnel  records  were  modern- 
ized and  reorganized.  A  comprehen- 
sive file  is  now  maintained  for  each 
employe  and  separate  files  are  main- 
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tained  for  position  and  personnel 
transactions.  Accinate,  up-to-date 
information  necessary  for  a  sound, 
well  planned  personnel  program  is 
now  available. 

A  complete  duplicating  shop,  de- 
signed to  handle  all  types  of  print- 
ing, binding  and  duplicating  jobs, 
was  equipped,  staffed  and  installed 
in  our  new  office  building.  The 
current  production  rate  of  this  fa- 
cility is  nearly  500,000  impressions 
per  month. 

Compensation  adjustments  in  a 
number  of  positions  plus  a  general 
pay  increase  now  make  it  easier  for 
the  Agriculture  Department  to  re- 
tain its  present  well-trained  employes 
as  well  as  attract  new,  qualified  per- 
sonnel as  job  openings  occur. 

Public  Informaiion 

Two  hundred  and  ninety-seven 
regular  news  releases  dealing  with 
functions  and  activities  of  the  De- 
partment of  Agriculture  were  pre- 
pared and  distributed  to  news  media 
during  the  fiscal  year. 

In  addition,  news  releases  were 
prepared  for  special  events  such  as 
the  dedication  and  open  house  at 


the  new  Agriculture  Building,  the 
Pennsylvania  State  Farm  Show,  the 
Pennsylvania  Livestock  Exposition 
and  the  first  Pennsylvania  All-Amer- 
ica Dairy  Show. 

Coverage  of  these  shows  included, 
in  addition  to  pre-show  news,  opera- 
tion of  a  news  room  to  service  press, 
radio  and  television  during  the 
events.  A  significant  change  was 
made  during  the  year  in  news  room 
procedures  to  speed  the  flow  of  ma- 
terial to  news  media  with  greater 
efficiency  and  at  less  cost. 

Functioning  in  cooperation  with 
the  Department  of  Forests  and  Wa- 
ters, public  information  personnel 
prepared  news  releases  and  carried) 
out  a  public  relations  program  in! 
connection  with  an  extensive  spray-i- 
ing    program    in    Potter  County^ 
to  curb  cankerworms  endangering 
woodland  there.  ]j 

Speeches  were  prepared  during! 
the  year,  not  only  for  Departmentj 
personnel,  but  for  other  state  offi-j 
cials  when  they  spoke  on  agriculture.^ 

Four  booklets  and  four  folders 
also  were  prepared  during  the  yearj 
in  addition  to  two  regular  publica- 
tions, a  Weekly  News  Bulletin  and  a 
monthly  Market  Horizons. 


COMPLEMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  DEPARTMENT 

June  30,  1965 

Number  Percentage 
Of  Employes     Of  Total 


Executive  and  General  Administration  54  10.4 

Bureau  of  Animal  Industry    228  44.2 

Bureau  of  Foods  and  Chemistry    90  17.5 

Bureau  of  Markets    61  11.8 

Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  32  6.2 

Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Commission  8  1.5 

Farm  Products  Show  Commission  34  6.6 

Harness  Racing  Commission    9  1.8 

TOTAL    516  100.0 


Bureau 

Animal 
Industry 

The  increasing  emphasis  on  provid- 
ing adequate  supplies  of  animal  food 
products  for  tlie  consuming  public 
nakes  it  imperative  to  continue  ef- 
orts  to  eradicate  those  livestock 
liseases  for  which  there  is  knowl- 
edge and  tools  to  do  so. 

Pennsylvania  is  moving  steadily 
.oward  the  goal  of  complete  eradica- 
;ion  of  brucellosis,  tuberculosis  and 
log  cholera.  We  already  have  eradi- 
ated such  diseases  as  sheep  scabies. 
To  keep  up  with  changes  in  mar- 
keting and  husbandry  practices, 
arograms  must  be  evaluated  and 
idjusted  on  a  regular  basis. 

The  market  cattle  testing  program 
las  been  added  to  our  overall  eradi- 
ation efforts  and  will  prove  to  be  a 
/aluable    tool    in    screening  large 


numbers  of  animals  at  time  of 
slaughter. 

Efforts  are  being  made  to  increase 
activities  in  the  meat  inspection 
program,  both  as  an  adjunct  to  our 
disease  control  programs  and  as  a 
greater  assurance  of  wholesome  meat 
and  meat  food  products  for  our 
consuming  public. 

Tuberculosis  Division 

A  significant  development  oc- 
curred near  the  end  of  the  fiscal  year 
in  the  division's  campaign  against 
animal  tuberculosis. 

For  the  first  time  there  were  no 
"Red  Flag"  herds  in  Pennsylvania. 
These  are  problem  herds  with  his- 
tories of  recurring  outbreaks  fol- 
lowing quarantines  and  apparent 
disease-free  periods.  As  a  result  of 
intensive  efforts  by  this  division,  the 
number  of  such  problem  herds  has 
declined  from  twenty-one  in  1961  to 
twelve  in  1962,  seven  in  1963,  and 
one  last  year. 

A  total  of  318,194  cattle  in  20,795 
herds  were  tested  under  the  area 
plan,  and  424,073  cattle  in  11,268 
herds  were  tested  under  the  individ- 
ual plan  during  the  year. 
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Continued  post  mortem  examina- 
tion of  cattle  slaughtered  under  state 
and  federal  inspection  detected  34 
infected  animals  during  the  year. 
The  herds  of  origin  were  traced 
to  Pennsylvania  and  out-of-state 
sources.  Tests  of  1,036  cattle  in- 
volved disclosed  77  reactors  and 
three  suspects. 

Other  tests  included:  Tuberculin 
tests  of  goats,  156  herds  and  1,307 
animals,  all  negative;  tuberculin 
tests  of  swine,  four  herds  and  209 
animals,  80  reactors;  cattle  tested  for 
Johne's  disease,  eight  herds  and  301 
cattle,  three  reactors. 

Indemnity  paid  from  state  funds 
during  the  year  totaled  $19,720. 

Brucellosis  Division 

During  the  fiscal  year  34,430 
herds,  comprising  555,516  cattle  were 
blood  tested  in  the  brucellosis  pro- 
gram. A  total  of  358  animals  in  255 
herds— 252  non-vaccinated  animals 
and  106  vaccinates  over  30  months 
of  age— reacted  to  the  test.  The  in- 
cidence of  bovine  brucellosis  during 
the  fiscal  year  was  0.06  per  cent,  with, 
only  0.74  per  cent  of  the  herds 
involved. 

Four  more  counties— Carbon, 
Clearfield,  Pike  and  Sullivan— were 
approved  as  certified  brucellosis-free 
areas  by  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Animal 
Industry.  There  are  now  15  certified 
brucellosis-free  counties  in  the  state. 
Thirteen  other  counties  were  recer- 
tified during  the  fiscal  year  as  modi- 
fied certified  brucellosis-free  areas. 

As  part  of  the  brucellosis  control 
and  eradication  program,  $10,917.73 
was  expended  for  federal  indemni- 
ties and  $13,451.84  for  state  in- 
demnities in  the  fiscal  year. 

A  pilot  project  was  begun  in  the 
spring  of  1965  at  five  livestock  mar- 
keting agencies  to  prove  the  value  of 
a  market  cattle  identification  pro- 


gram in  Pennsylvania.  A  total  of 
7,685  back  tags  were  applied  and 
2,881  blood  samples  were  received. 

Miscellaneous  Diseases  Division 

The  number  of  rabies  cases  re- 
ported—14  in  the  fiscal  year— was  the 
lowest  in  Pennsylvania  since  1900. 

Investigation  of  other  disease  con- 
ditions involved  eight  cases  of  hog 
cholera,  12  of  swine  erysipelas;  16  of 
blackleg,  one  of  equine  mange  and 
eight  of  sheep  scab.  The  infested  j 
sheep  flocks  were  detected  during  | 
the  fifth  round  of  inspections  made '' 
in   the   program   to   maintain  the 
state's  status  as  a  scabies-free  area.  ^ 
The  hog  cholera  eradication  pro- 
gram   advanced    into    the  second 
phase  of  a  four-phase  campaign. 

A  practice  run  of  the  new  Emer- 
gency Disease  Organization  was  con- 
ducted with  satisfactory  results. 

Other    activities    included:  171 
swine  garbage-feeding  operations  li- 
censed and  periodically  inspected; 
84  animals  licensed'  in  the  stallion  i! 
registration    program;    53  laymen 
licensed  to  draw  blood  samples  for  ; 
use  in  pullorum  disease  testing  of  ' 
poultry.  ' 

Interstate  and  international  ship- 
ments of  animals,  except  bovines, 
into  and  out  of  Pennsylvania  were 
checked  for  compliance  with  current 
regulations.  This  involved  345  do- 
mestic exports,  3,464  domestic  im- 
ports, 949  foreign  exports  and  131 
foreign  imports. 

Meat  Hygiene  Division 

This  division  licenses  meat  han- 
dlers, livestock  dealers,  livestock  auc- 
tion markets,  horse  slaughtering 
establishments  and  rendering  plants. 
It  maintains  close  liaison  with  the 
Federal  Meat  Inspection  Division  in 
the  investigation  and  prevention  of 


cases  involving  prohibited  livestock 
in  meats  for  human  consumption. 

During  the  year  the  division  insti- 
tuted a  survey  of  the  pesticide  resi- 
due situation  as  it  pertains  to  meat 
from  animals  slaughtered  for  food. 
A  survey  also  was  made  of  all  live- 
stock auctions  in  Pennsylvania  in 
ronnection  with  the  hog  cholera 
eradication  program. 

The  division  chief  attended  a 
onference  of  federal-state  meat  in- 
spection collaborators,  the  short 
ourse  on  meats  at  The  Pennsylvania 
State  University,  and  a  course  for 
neat  inspectors  at  Cornell  Univer- 
yky.  He  also  served  as  a  member  of 
he  Food  Service  Committee  for 
state  institutions. 

Activities  of  the  division  included: 
/,639  abattoir  inspections  (seven 
[elective,  one  closed)  ;  1,813  meat 
narket  inspections:  2.916  livestock 
mction  inspections. 

Animals  slaughtered  imder  inspec- 
ion,  623,192  passed,  971  condemned. 

Dressed  carcasses  examined,  169,- 
)86  passed,  1,421  condemned. 

Meat  and  meat  products  ex- 
imined,  81,871,063  lbs.  passed,  97,- 
106  lbs.  condemned. 

Poultry  examined  by  agents,  1,- 
■)68,553  lbs. 

There  were  37,002  stocker  pigs 
•  accinated  at  auctions:  1,506,980 
inte  mortem  examinations  at  auc- 
ions:  424  animals  quarantined  (236 
massed,  99  condemned,  46  died). 

Licenses  issued  were:  2,706  meat 
I'landlers;  1,300  livestock  dealers:  67 
endering    plants,    and    six  horse 
ilaughtering  establishments. 

Nineteen  prosecutions  were  made 
ind  $1,750  in  fines  collected. 

.aboratory  Diagnostic  Services 

'  The  Summerdale  Laboratory  ex- 
imined  637,316  specimens  from  32 
iifferent  animal  species,  and  1,029,- 


816  poultry  specimens  during  the 
fiscal  year.  Most  of  the  samples  were 
cattle  blood  tested  for  brucellosis 
and  chicken  blood  tested  for  pul- 
lorum  disease. 

One  of  the  brucellosis  tests  in- 
volved blood  from  a  buffalo.  It  was 
negative. 

In  the  area  of  diagnostic  services, 
1,299  animal  specimens  were  ex- 
amined. Most  were  farm  animals 
and  pets.  Among  the  unusual  wild 
animals  examined  were  one  coyote, 
one  lynx,  a  shrew  and  a  weasel. 

Regional  laboratories  examined 
1,105  animal  specimens. 

Testing  of  1,325,115  poultry  blood 
samples  at  Summerdale  and  five 
regional  laboratories  revealed  only 
0.0018  per  cent  pullorum-typhoid  re- 
actors. 

Dog  Low  Division 

The  division  is  responsible  for 
enforcement  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Dog  Law  and  the  Domestic  Mink 
Act.  Its  primary  functions  are  to 
adjudicate  claims  for  damages  caused 
by  dogs,  insure  the  licensing  of  dogs, 
investigate  larceny  and  poisoning  of 
dogs,  assist  in  the  control  of  rabies, 
adjudicate  claims  for  the  killing  and 
disposing  of  stray  dogs,  and  admin- 
ister the  issuance  of  mink  propagat- 
ing permits. 

During  the  fiscal  year  agents  in- 
vestigated 451  damage  claims,  re- 
sulting in  payments  of  indemnities 
totaling  $28,581.63.  Agents  destroyed 
2,457  dogs  while  special  officers  dis- 
posed of  26,353  stray  dogs. 

A  total  of  786,068  individual  dog 
licenses  and  6,332  kennel  licenses 
were  issued.  There  were  2,289  prose- 
cutions. Total  revenue  amoimted  to 
$1,072,333.90. 

The  division  issued  241  mink 
propagating  permits,  resulting  in  rev- 
enue totaling  $6,025. 
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Bureau 

of 

Foods 

and 

Chemistry 

The  basic  responsibility  of  the  Bu- 
reau relates  to  consumer  protection. 
The  field  staff  of  each  division  makes 
certain  that  the  products  within  its 
jurisdiction  are  suitable  for  their 
specific  purpose  and  are  properly 
labeled.  This  applies  to  food  for 
human  consumption,  milk  and  milk 
products,  and  to  the  "raw  materials" 
-such  as  feed,  fertilizer,  liming  ma- 
terials and  pesticides— which  the 
farmer  uses  to  produce  meat,  milk, 
eggs,  fruits,  vegetables  and  grains. 

Division  of  Food  Confrol 

Inspectors  assigned  to  this  division 
made  29,964  inspections  of  establish- 
ments where  food  for  human  con- 
sumption  is   either  manufactured, 


warehoused  or  sold.  During  these 
inspections,  6,451  samples  were 
obtained  and  submitted  to  our  lab- 
oratories in  Erie,  Pittsburgh,  Wilkes- 
Barre  and  Philadelphia  where  they 
were  checked  for  compliance  with 
standards  of  composition,  freedom 
from  adulteration  and  for  proper 
labeling. 

Most  of  the  samples  conformed  to 
the  prescribed  standards.  Where 
corrective  action  was  indicated,  in- 
fractions generally  were  not  delib- 
erate and  written  or  oral  warnings 
brought  compliance  in  most  in- 
stances. In  some  cases,  it  was  neces- 
sary to  institute  legal  action. 

It  appears,  from  results  of  this 
program,  that  the  health,  confidence 
and  pocketbook  of  the  consumer  are 
well  protected  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  compliance  with  provisions  of 
the  various  food  laws,  nearly  30,000 
licenses  were  issued  by  the  Bureau, 
more  than  two  thirds  of  them  to 
retailers  of  margarine. 

Division  of  Milk  Sanitation 

This  division  is  basically  responsi- 
ble for  supervising  the  production 
and  processing  of  milk  and  milk 


products,  working  primarily  with 
the  dairy  farms  and  the  dairy  plants 
of  the  state. 

A  total  of  1,580  milk  plant  in- 
spections, 6,139  routine  farm  inspec- 
tions, and  2,785  miscellaneous  calls 
were  made  by  the  division's  sani- 
tarians. In  addition,  105  final  sur- 
veys, 35  preliminary  surveys,  and  28 
spot  checks  were  made  in  a  coopera- 
tive program  with  the  U.S.  Public 
I  Health  Service. 

Eighty  approved  inspector's  ex- 
aminations were  corrected,  477  high 
temperature  short  time  tests  were 
made  and  366  laboratory  inspections, 
conferences  and  calls  were  made. 

Feed  and  Ferfilizer  Division 

As  a  result  of  this  program,  4,795 
samples  of  animal  feed  were  col- 
lected and  analyzed  to  make  certain 

j  they  complied  with  declared  guar- 
antees for  protein,  fat  and  fiber. 
Also,  1,735  fertilizer  samples  were 
checked    for    their   plant  nutrient 

i  content,  and  352  samples  of  liming 
materials  and  other  miscellaneous 
samples  were  analyzed. 

Results  of  these  analyses  are  con- 
tained in  the  bulletin  published 
annually  by  this  division.  More  than 
2,850  copies  were  distributed  to 
manufacturers  of  these  products,  and 
to  county  agents,  vocational  agricul- 
ture teachers  and  other  parties. 

The  Feed  and  Fertilizer  inspectors, 
as  part  of  their  regular  duties,  also 
obtained  572  samples  for  the  seed 
laboratory  of  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industry.  Considerable  time  and 
money  was  saved  as  a  result  of  this 

j  cooperative  effort. 

iaborafory  Section 

With  the  exception  of  certain 
perishable  foods,  most  official  sam- 
ples were  analyzed  in  the  laboratory 


which  is  a  vital  part  of  the  Bureau. 

The  laboratory  was  staffed,  at  the 
close  of  the  fiscal  year,  with  two  food 
chemists,  eight  agricultural  chemists, 
a  bacteriologist  and  four  technical 
assistants.  The  staff  was  expanded 
and  the  program  increased  after 
laboratory  quarters  in  the  new  Agri- 
culture Building  were  occupied.  Dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year,  786  samples  of 
milk  and  milk  products  were  ex- 
amined bacteriologically  and  for 
completeness  of  pasteurization. 

Major  Accomplishmenis 

By  far  the  most  significant  accom- 
plishment of  the  Bureau  during  the 
period  covered  by  this  report  was  the 
occupancy  of  quarters  in  the  new 
Agriculture  Building.  For  the  first 
time,  all  administrative  offices  are 
together  and  are  directly  adjoin- 
ing the  modern  laboratory  facilities. 
This  results  in  a  much  better  co- 
ordinated and  efficient  operation. 

The  laboratory  contains  several 
pieces  of  new  equipment  especially 
suited  to  the  analysis  of  raw  agricul- 
tural commodities  for  pesticide  resi- 
dues. The  convenience  and  efficiency 
of  the  new  laboratory  is  reflected  in 
the  increased  number  of  samples 
that  were  analyzed. 

Regulations  governing  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  cider  and  vinegar 
products  were  developed  and  pro- 
mulgated during  the  fiscal  year.  The 
regulations  were  designed  to  encour- 
age use  of  these  commodities  which 
may  now  be  processed  in  dairy  plant 
equipment. 

The  Bureau  served  as  host  for  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  American 
Association  of  Feed  Microscopists. 

The  Bureau  also  was  honored  by 
the  selection  of  its  director  to  serve 
as  a  consultant  to  the  Food  Stand- 
ards Committee  of  the  Federal  Food 
and  Drug  Administration. 
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Bureau 

of 

Markets 

In  addition  to  usual  regulatory 
and  marketing  functions,  the  Bureau 
of  Markets  during  the  fiscal  year 
started  these  programs: 

1.  A  mushroom  market  news  serv- 
ice that  helped  improve  the  economy 
of  this  industry. 

2.  New  fruit  and  vegetable  serv- 
ices through  a  new  office  at  Kennett 
Square. 

3.  A  new  controlled  atmospheric 
storage  program  for  apples.  (Storage 
of  361,898  bushels  of  apples  under 
this  program  brought  better  returns 
to  producers  in  the  spring  of  1965 
than  would  have  been  possible  in 
the  1964  fall  harvest  season.  It  also 
helped  stabilize  local  markets  in  the 
fall.) 

4.  A  turkey  deboning  meat  test, 
in  cooperation  with  The  Pennsyl- 


vania State  University,  to  determine  p 
actual  meat  yield  of  birds  in  the  || 
Random  Sample  Test.  ij 

5.  A  correlation  training  program 
to  improve  the  effectiveness  of  live- 
stock graders. 

It  expanded:  i 

1.  The  Liquid  and  Frozen  Egg  |ii 
Program  from  one  to  three  plants, 
achieving  a  monthly  production  rate 

of  more  than  350,000  pounds.  This 
means  gross  income  of  more  than 
$1,000,000    for    Pennsylvania    pro-  t 
ducers  and  processors.  These  prod-  H 
nets  previously  came  from  out-of-state  < 
sources.  'i 

2.  The  Certified  Shell  Egg  Pro- 
gram from  50  to  56  plants,  increas- 
ing certified  shell  egg  output  by 
about  three  million  dozens  to  36,- 
000,000  dozens  annually.  ;  ' 

3.  The  Hatchery  Sanitation  Pro- 
gram to  cover  all  state  hatcheries 
requesting  service. 

4.  The  Egg  Processing  Plant  Sani- 
tation Program  from  10  to  60  plants. 

5.  The   Livestock   Grading  Pro-  ' 
gram  to  include  additional  auctions 
and  youth  organizations.  j, 


6.  The  Marketing  Advisory  Coun- 
j  cil  Program  to  include  an  Egg 
Council,  through  which  the  Com- 
monwealth has  been  aided  in  de- 
veloping a  new  bidding  plan  for 
institutional  egg  purchasing,  and 
through  which  projects  for  improve- 
ment of  egg  quality  and  egg  market- 
ing have  been  achieved. 

It  increased: 
j  1.  Certification  of  baby  chicks  for 
export  from  4,050,805  in  the  previ- 
ous year  to  4,629,995  in  this  fiscal 
year.  This  represents  about  $150,000 
more  gross  income  for  producers. 

2.  Certification  of  hatching  eggs 
for  export  from  561,009  dozens  to 
679,855  dozens,  resulting  in  almost 
160,000  more  gross  income  for 
producers. 

3.  Total  number  of  livestock 
i  graded. 

4.  Total  number  of  livestock  re- 
ported in  market  news,  providing 
price  reports  of  greater  value. 

I     5.  Liaison  with  military  procure- 
:  ment  agencies  and  foreign  market 
j  representatives,  opening  avenues  for 
greater  sale  of  Pennsylvania  prod- 
ucts, especially  fruits  and  vegetables. 

6.  Shipping  point  inspections  of 
fruits  and  vegetables  to  cover  307,- 
000  tons  for  processing,  an  increase 
of  16,000  tons;  and  1,345  carlots  for 
fresh  markets,  an  increase  of  265 
carlots. 

It  established: 

1.  New  working  agreements  with 
USDA  for  market  reports  and  for 
inspection  of  fruits  and  vegetables. 
(The  latter  agreement  vastly  im- 
proved operating  conditions.) 

2.  A  new,  more  efficient  system  for 
disbursement  of  the  Pennsylvania 
Fair  Fund. 

It  changed  feeder  pig  grading 
from  a  free  pilot  basis  to  a  program 


on  a  fee  basis.  (This  was  accom- 
plished in  June.  Therefore  grading 
fee  receipts  will  reflect  little  change 
from  this  activity  until  next  year.) 

It  maintained: 

1.  A  consistently  high  number  of 
inspections  in  regulatory  work  (a 
few  less  in  store  inspections  of  eggs, 
fruits  and  vegetables  but  more  in- 
stitution inspections). 

2.  A  consistent  program  of  grading 
at  lamb  pools.  The  number  was 
down  slightly  but  pool  returns  to 
producers  were  up  from  .'$498,978  a 
year  ago  to  .*f505,225  this  fiscal  year. 
The  decline  in  numbers  was  the 
result  of  some  growers  selling  di- 
rectly to  packers  instead  of  going 
through  the  pools.  This  was  a  favor- 
able move  and  helped  increase 
producer  returns. 

3.  Full  services  on  the  National 
Poultry  Improvement  Plan  and  the 
National  Turkey  Improvement  Plan 
despite  added  work  by  poultry  in- 
spectors in  sanitation  programs. 

4.  A  full  program  in  the  Chicken 
Random  Sample  Test  and  the  Tur- 
key Random  Sample  Meat  Test. 

It  issued: 

1.  A  total  of  228  produce  dealer 
licenses  for  total  state  income  of 
$1,140,  as  compared  to  236  licenses 
issued  in  the  previous  year. 

2.  A  total  of  151  egg  grader  li- 
censes, compared  to  153  last  year. 

3.  A  total  of  77  flock  selection 
agent  licenses,  the  same  as  a  year 
ago. 

4.  A  total  of  77,264  official  fruit 
and  vegetable  inspection  stickers, 
an  increase  of  14,961  over  the  previ- 
ous year. 

It  held  industry  hearings  and 
drafted  new  rules  and  regulations  or 
standards  for: 

1.  The  Controlled  Atmospheric 
Storage  Program  for  apples. 
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2.  A  Certified  Apple  Program. 

3.  The  Certified  Shell  Egg  Pro- 
gram (new  standards). 

4.  Disbursement  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Fair  Fund. 

5.  A  proposed  Certified  Started 
Pullet  Program. 

It  published: 

1.  A  new  mushroom  market 
news  report  for  the  September-June 
season. 

2.  Buyers'  Guides  on  apples, 
peaches,  vegetables  and  mushrooms 
which  greatly  aided  marketing  ef- 
forts in  these  fields. 

3.  An  egg  storage  and  handling 
pamphlet  to  encourage  greater  use 
of  eggs  by  institutions  and  large 
users. 

4.  A  revised  and  improved  system 
of  Livestock  Market  Reports  which 
provided  better  service  and  also  re- 
duced postage  and  handling  costs  by 
$3,000  annually. 

5.  Periodic  Fair  Fund  bulletins  to 
help  bring  about  greater  under- 
standing of  regulations  pertaining  to 
disbursement  of  the  money. 

6.  Monthly  issues  of  "Market  Hori- 
zons" to  stimulate  thinking  and 
planning  in  marketing  activities. 
(Received  numerous  credit  lines  on 
"Horizon"  material  that  was  re- 
printed in  other  publications.) 

7.  Monthly  bulletins  to  keep  em- 
ployes aware  of  programs  and  ac- 
tivities within  the  Bureau  or  in 
which  the  Bureau  participated. 

It  gave  technical  assistance  to: 

I.  The  Department  of  Property 
and  Supplies  in— 

a.  The  development  of  a  new 
system  of  egg  bidding  which 
resulted  in  the  purchase  of 
more  eggs  and  egg  products  by 
state  institutions  from  Penn- 
sylvania producers,  and  a  sav- 
ing for  the  Commonwealth. 


b.  The  development  of  a  system 
for  the  purchase  of  liquid 
and  frozen  eggs  from  Pennsyl- 
vania producers.  (Supplies  pre- 
viously were  purchased  from 
out-of-state  sources.) 

2.  General  State  Authority  in  plan- 
ning a  new  Chicken  Random  Sam- 
ple Test  facility. 

3.  The  Fruit  and  Vegetable  In- 
spection Association,  Inc.  in  helping 
it  reorganize  and  obtain  a  charter. 

4.  USDA  in  a  condition  survey  of 
mushrooms  in  major  city  markets. 

5.  USDA  in  the  development  of 
standards  for  fresh  mushrooms. 

6.  The  State  School  Lunch  Pro- 
gram to  help  buyers  more  accurately 
determine  quality  in  various  food 
products  they  buy. 

7.  The  Pennsylvania  egg  industry 
and  packaging  experts  in  the  devel- 
opment of  new  liquid  and  frozen 
egg  containers. 

8.  Military  Procurement  agencies 
and  foreign  buyers  on  availability 
of  products  grown  or  processed  in 
Pennsylvania. 

9.  Various  industry  representatives 
in  need  of  basic  information  about 
quality  standards  of  products.  (The 
demand  for  this  information  was 
much  heavier  than  usual.) 

In  personnel  training  it: 

1.  Participated  in  meetings  with 
marketing  personnel  of  The  Penn- 
sylvania State  University  to  correlate 
marketing  activities  and  avoid  con- 
flicts or  duplication  in  programs. 

2.  Conducted  meetings  to  indoc- 
trinate and  improve  techniques  of 
egg  inspectors  in  the  use  of  'black 
light'  equipment. 

3.  Conducted  training  programs 
for  new  egg  graders  and  new  flock 
selection  agents. 

4.  Conducted  training  programs 
for  shipping  point  inspectors  of 
fruits  and  vegetables. 


12 


5.   Continued   refresher  training 
courses  for  all  inspectors. 
It  instituted: 

1.  Fewer  prosecutions  for  viola- 
tions of  the  Fresh  Eggs  Law  and  the 
Fruit  and  Vegetable  Marketing  Law, 
indicating  greater  compliance  and 
more  respect  for  these  laws.  (The 
number  of  inspections  were  about 
the  same.) 

2.  A  greater  number  of  special 
field  investigations  to  determine 
compliance  with  laws  pertaining  to 
grading,  produce  dealer  licenses, 
cooperatives  and  the  Fair  Fund. 

It  certified: 

1.  That  three  cooperatives  did  not 


comply  with  laws  requiring  them 
to  file  annual  reports. 

2.  For  institutional  use,  807,268 
pounds  of  fruits  and  vegetables,  and 
70,099  cases  of  eggs.  (The  latter  re- 
flects an  increase  of  263  per  cent.) 

Its  income  was: 

1.  Up  in  poultry  inspection,  fruit 
and  vegetable  and  livestock  grading 
fees,  and  in  receipts  from  sale  of 
eggs  from  the  laying  test. 

2.  Down  slightly  in  revenue  from 
fines  and  produce  dealer  licenses. 

A  comparison  between  expenses 
and  income  of  the  fiscal  year  and 
those  of  the  previous  year  is  shown 
in  the  following  tables: 


EXPENSES  1963-64  1964-65 

General  Operations    $444,864.00  ,$451,058.00 

Matched  Funds  Program    25,000.00  35,000.00 

'Total    '$469,864.00*  $486,058.00 

INCOME  1963-64  1964-65 
Fees 

Poultry  Inspections    $18,899.89  $19,152.97 

Egg  Certification    14,451.00  16,953.03 

F.  &  V.  Inspection   3,929.46  5,361.94 

Produce  Dealers  Licenses    1,180.00  1,140.00 

Livestock  Grading    2,927.38  3^101.47 

Fines 

Fresh  Eggs  Law    3,125.00  1,805.00 

Marking  Law    4,375.00  3,250.00 

Sale  of  Eggs    14,113.04  16,120.66 

Total    $63,000.77  $66,885.07 

*Totals  are  from  June  30  each  year,  including  encumbrances. 


(  Federal-State  Inspection 

Fourteen  poultry  plants  super- 
vised under  the  Federal-State  Coop- 
erative Agreement  received  a  record 
244,770,891  pounds  of  poultry  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  as  compared  to 
177,468,854  pounds  the  previous 
year.  Of  this  total  77,659,032  pounds 
were    officially    graded    with  16,- 


469,605  pounds  being  consumer 
labeled. 

A  total  of  1,013,742  cases  of  eggs 
were  graded  as  compared  to  832,522 
cases  the  previous  year.  Of  the  total, 
218,953  cases  were  consumer  labeled. 

A  total  of  568,472  pounds  of  egg 
products  were  processed  under  con- 
tinuous supervision. 


The  number  of  turkeys  graded 
during  the  year  increased  approxi- 
mately 25  per  cent  over  the  previ- 
ous year,  with  15,494,303  pounds 
officially  graded.  Of  this  total, 
13,134,755  pounds  were  consumer 
labeled. 

Poultry  processors  exported  5,- 
439,892  pounds  of  poultry  products 
to  foreign  countries.  In  addition, 
3,933,420  pounds  of  chicken  parts 
were  graded  and  shipped  to  Puerto 
Rico  in  consumer  size  packages. 

Pennsylvania  processors  were 
awarded  contracts  by  the  Depart- 
ment of  Defense  during  the  year  for 
1,655,074  pounds  of  poultry.  A  rec- 
ord volume  of  eggs,  115,275  cases, 
was  purchased  for  the  military. 

Under  the  School  Lunch  Program, 
880,000  pounds  of  yovmg  chickens 
and  664,837  pounds  of  young  tur- 
keys were  purchased  in  Pennsylvania. 

Inspection  of  chickens  and  turkeys 
for  school  lunches  was  continued  at 
destination  points  by  USDA  person- 
nel. One  car  was  found  to  have  been 
damaged  in  transit  and  its  contents 
had  to  be  repacked.  Several  cars 
arrived  in  partially  tempered  condi- 
tion. These  shipments  were  placed 
in  low  temperature  freezers  and  re- 
checked  before  being  distributed  to 
schools. 


Alert  inspectors  discovered  one 
trailer  load  of  chickens  that  had 
been  partly  thawed  and  rejected  the 
shipment.  The  refrigeration  unit  on  ; 
the  truck  had  failed,  and  the  driver 
broke  open  door  seals  and  restacked  j 
the  load  in  an  attempt  to  cover 
defrosted  poultry. 

Fair  Funds  j 

A  total  of  $937,1 14  was  made  avail-  \ 
able  to  the  Pennsylvania  Fair  Fund  j 
from  proceeds  derived  from  the  first 
season  of  pari-mutuel  harness  racing 
in  Pennsylvania.  Disbursement  of 
this  fund  was  made  in  accordance 
with  provisions  of  the  State  Harness 
Racing  Law. 

A  total  of  $484,218  was  shared  by 
208  fair  organizations,  including  108 
agricultural    youth    groups,  which 
qualified   for   participation   in  the 
fund.  The  balance  of  the  Pennsyl-j 
vania  Fair  Fund  for  which  organiza-' 
tions  did  not  qualify— $465,61  l—wasj 
turned  back  to  the  State's  general! 
treasury.  ' 

These  payments  to  fairs  were  in. 
addition  to  $55,000  appropriated  an-i 
nually  by  the  Legislature  for  distri-| 
bution  in  proportion  to  amounts  of 
premiums  paid  by  the  fairs  for  com- 
petitive agricultural  events.  This 
fund  is  now  discontinued. 
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Bureau 

of 

Plant 
Industry 

Cooperative  programs  between  the 
Bureau  of  Plant  Industry  and  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture, 
Agricultural  Research  Service,  rep- 
resent a  large  part  of  our  activities. 
These  projects  are  designed  to  safe- 
guard woodland  and  crop  producing 
areas  of  Pennsylvania  from  degrada- 
tion by  insects  and  disease.  In  many 
of  these  programs,  USDA,  ARS 
matches  our  expenditures  by  supply- 
ing manpower,  materials  or  cash 
reimbursement.  These  programs  in- 
clude: 

Cereal  Leaf  Beet  I  e-Because  of  the 
;:)roximity  of  infested  areas  in  nearby 
.ections  of  Ohio,  a  survey  was  made 
n  a  number  of  western  Pennsyl- 


vania counties  between  May  10  and 
June  30,  1965.  Five  men,  employed 
on  a  part-time  basis,  used  sweep  nets 
to  gather  insects  in  wheat  and 
oats  fields,  especially  those  adjacent 
to  timberland.  A  total  of  336  sites  in 
Erie,  Crawford,  Lawrence,  Beaver 
and  Mercer  counties  were  checked. 
This  survey  is  most  important  be- 
cause the  area  of  infestation  has 
advanced  from  Michigan  in  1962 
across  Indiana  and  Ohio  to  less  than 
a  hundred  miles  of  the  Pennsylvania 
border.  The  easternmost  point  of 
infestation,  identified  in  the  spring 
of  1965,  is  in  Wayne  County,  Ohio. 

Khaprn  Beetle— Although  this  in- 
sect pest  of  stored  grain  is  not  known 
to  exist  in  Pennsylvania,  precau- 
tionary steps  must  be  taken  on 
numerous  occasions  involving  for- 
eign shipments.  This  is  particularly 
true  when  shipments  contain  burlap, 
either  as  part  of  a  product  or  as 
wrapping,  and  Khapra  beetles  are 
discovered  in  the  ship  after  the  cargo 
is  unloaded.  It  is  then  necessary  to 


trace  suspected  shipments  and  have 
the  material  tumigated  under  USDA 
supervision. 

Japanese  Beetle— Since  Pennsyl- 
vania is  considered  to  be  completely 
infested  with  Japanese  Beetles,  ac- 
tivity is  limited  to  protection  of 
non-infested  states,  particularly  those 
to  the  west.  Nursery  stock,  florist 
stock  and  soil  is  inspected  before 
shipment  to  non-infested  states  and, 
when  necessary,  treated  to  eliminate 
grubs  in  the  soil.  The  Philadelphia 
International  Airport,  where  turf 
was  treated  last  year,  had  a  very  low 
adult  beetle  population.  This  work 
is  conducted  principally  by  USDA 
personnel,  assisted  by  state  person- 
nel, during  the  summer  flight  period. 

Stem  Rust  Control— This  program, 
with  participating  counties  cooperat- 
ing in  the  federal-state  project,  has 
been  successful  over  the  years  in 
controlling  rust  susceptible  barberry 
bushes  which  are  the  alternate  host 
for  black  stem  rust  of  small  grains. 
Need  for  continuing  effort  was  dem- 
onstrated dviring  the  past  year  when 
more  than  22,000  barberry  plants 
were  located  and  removed  from 
areas  of  17  participating  counties. 
Federal  supervision,  transportation 
and  supplies  are  combined  with 
labor  supplied  on  a  matching  basis 
by  the  state  and  counties. 

European  Cliafer  Beetle— The  de- 
tection program  conducted  in  the 
summer  of  1964  by  six  state  and  two 
federal  employes,  involving  612  sites, 
located  a  considerable  infestation 
along  a  10-mile  stretch  of  New  York 
Central  Railroad  tracks  east  of  Erie. 
It  was  beyond  the  original  infesta- 
tion /one  found  in  the  city  of  Erie 
in  1963. 

In  September,  a  state  quarantine 
was  established,  covering  35  square 
miles  that  included  the  new  infesta- 


tion zone  and  adjacent  areas.  Nurs- 
eries within  the  zone  were  notified 
and  all  agreed  to  apply  residual  soil 
treatment.  In  the  interval  between 
notification  and  completion  of  soil 
treatment  early  in  1965,  individual 
nursery  shipments  were  inspected 
and  treated. 

In  the  spring  of  1965,  a  10-acre 
area,  where  grub  population  of  five 
to  ten  per  square  foot  had  been 
found,  was  treated  with  10%  granu-' 
lar  dieldrin  at  the  rate  of  30  pounds 
per  acre.  The  1965  trapping  pro- 
gram, started  in  June,  indicated 
several  new  infestations,  some  west 
of  the  1963  treatment  zone,  and 
others  east  of  the  area  where  beetles 
had  been  found  in  1964.  ; 

Gypsy  Moth— The  1964  summer 
trapping  program  in  nine  north- 
eastern counties  located  infestations 
in  two  areas  of  Pike  County,  and  one 
in  Monroe  County.  Egg  clusters  were 
found  at  two  of  these  sites.  No 
moths  were  found  in  traps  placed  al 
random  in  other  parts  of  the  state 
A  total  of  17,468  traps  were  used  ir 
the  detection  program. 

Other  traps,  designed  to  eradicate 
moths,  were  dropped  from  an  air 
plane  in  a  saturation  trapping  pro 
gram  in  August.  The  rate  was  88S 
traps  per  square  mile  in  two  area; 
of  a  square  mile  each.  In  September 
750,000  parasitic  insects— Ooencytru 
kuwanai— were  released  in  area 
where  moths  had  been  found.  Thi 
parasites  attack  and  destroy  eggs  o 
the  gypsy  moth.  Later,  Christma: 
trees  and  greens  being  shipped  froni 
infested  areas  were  inspected  as 
precautionary  measure.  ] 

In  the  spring  of  1965,  a  federal 
state  spraying  program  was  carriei 
out,  involving  8,246  acres  in  thre 
areas.  The  insecticide  Sevin  was  usei 
at  the  rate  of  li/o  pounds  of  80"^ 
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material  per  acre.  Before  spraying 
began,  Plant  Industry  personnel  as- 
sisted beekeepers  in  moving  hives 
from  the  treatment  zone. 

The  1965  trapping  program  got 
under  way  in  mid- June.  Twenty-six 
federal  and  state  employes,  using 
12,000  traps,  covered  nine  counties 
in  an  intensive  trapping  project. 
'Random  trapping  was  carried  out  in 
17  additional  counties,  using  6,000 
more  traps. 

Oak  TT//^— The  annual  aerial  sur- 
wvey,  covering  the  entire  state  with 
'  the    exception    of    northern  tier 
counties,  was  carried  out  in  coopera- 
tion with  the  U.S.  Forest  Service. 
A  total  of  261  new  infection  sites 
were  located.  These  were  treated  by 
f  cutting  out  diseased  trees  and  com- 
;  patable  trees  within  root  grafting 
•  distance,  and  killing  the  roots  with 
a  herbicide.  All  these  areas,  with  the 
:  exception  of  a  few  in  western  coun- 
(  ties  were  in  the  south-central  part 
:  of  the  state  where  the  disease  has 
been  prevalent.  A  total  of  252  hours 
were  devoted   to  the  survey.  The 
evaluation  program,  conducted  with 
the  assistance  of  U.S.  Forest  Service 
personnel,  was  continued.  It  indi- 
j  cated  successful  control  methods  are 
;  being   used,   compared    to  control 
techniques  used  in  other  states. 

f      Fall     Cankerworm— During  the 
;i  spring  of  1965,  a  program  was  con- 
e;  ducted  to  test  the  effectiveness  of 
)  iSevin    in    controlling    this  serious 
forest  pest.  The  Pennsylvania  De- 
partment   of    Forests    and  Waters 
sprayed  100,000  acres  in  Potter  and 
Tioga  counties  with  DDT.  It  also 
tested  a  bacterial-  insecticide,  Bacil- 
,  lus  thuringiensis,  to  determine  its 
'  effectiveness  in  controlling  canker- 
worm. 

y     The  Bureau  of  Plant  Industry,  in 
cooperation  with  the  Pennsylvania 


Department  of  Forests  and  Waters, 
U.S.  Forest  Service,  and  Union  Car- 
bide Company,  sprayed  1,000  acres 
with  Sevin  at  rates  of  one-half  pound 
and  one  pound  per  acre.  Results 
indicated  excellent  control  had  been 
obtained,  with  no  apparent  in- 
jurious side  effects  on  fish  or  wildlife. 
The  extensive  feeding  habits  of  this 
forest  pest  make  it  probable  that 
control  operations  will  be  necessary 
in  the  future,  and  this  program  has 
proved  the  effectiveness  of  a  rela- 
tively safe  insecticide  with  a  mini- 
mum residue  problem. 

Apiary  Inspection 

A  total  of  5,517  apiaries  were  in- 
spected in  30  counties,  in  which 
44,811  colonies  were  checked  for 
American  foul  brood.  A  total  of  747 
infected  colonies  were  found  and 
destroyed  in  accordance  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Apiary  Act.  This  rep- 
resents 1.6%  of  the  colonies  in- 
spected, compared  to  the  10-year 
average  of  2.34%. 

Nursery  Inspection 

During  the  fiscal  year,  676  nursery 
dealers,  2,311  nurserymen  and  837 
non-resident  nurserymen  were  cer- 
tified. Surveys  were  made  of  1,062 
greenhouses  between  January  18  and 
May  15.  A  total  of  1^261  samples  of 
plant  materials— representing  gera- 
niums, chrysanthemums  and  carna- 
tions—were analyzed  in  our  Plant 
Pathology  Laboratory  to  determine 
the  health  of  material  being  offered 
for  sale. 

Seed  Inspection 

The  Seed  Laboratory  received 
4,673  samples  for  testing.  Purity 
analyses  were  made  on  1,183  sam- 
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pies;  2,430  noxious  weed  examina- 
tions were  made;  5,430  germination 
tests  were  conducted;  bio-assay  seed 
treatments  were  made  on  185  sam- 
ples, and  test  weights  were  made  of 
385  samples.  There  were  181  viola- 
tions detected,  91  involving  agri- 
cultural seed,  42  vegetable  seed  and 
48  mixtures. 

New  greenhouse  facilities  provide 
another  procedure  for  making  more 
accurate  germination  tests  of  seeds 
than  was  possible  in  the  past.  Two 
hundred  and  twelve  such  tests  were 
conducted  this  spring. 

Plant  Pathology  Activities 

In  addition  to  work  previously 
mentioned,  the  Plant  Pathology  Lab- 
oratory prepared  300  cultures  in 
conjunction  with  the  oak  wilt  survey 
and  control  program.  Numerous  cul- 
tures also  were  made  from  samples 
of  elm,  maple,  ash,  and  nursery 
material  submitted  by  inspectors. 

Eleven  fields  of  registered  barley 
which  had  been  planted  with  hot 
water  treated  seed  produced  by  the 
Pennsylvania  Foundation  Seed  Co- 
operative were  checked  for  accuracy 
of  smut  control.  No  smut  was  found 
in  any  field  planted  with  this  seed. 

Greenhouse  and  nursery  materials 
were  checked  for  possible  damage 
from  nematodes.  Laboratory  per- 
sonnel also  cooperated  in  a  federal 
golden  nematode  survey. 

One  hvmdred  and  two  truckloads 
of  vegetable  plants  being  shipped 
into  Pennsylvania  were  sampled  for 
pests  and  disease.  The  general  qual- 
ity was  good,  but  two  loads  were 


found  to  be  infected  with  root  knot 
nematode. 

Fifty  potato  fields  planted  with 
certified  seed  were  inspected  for 
virus  diseases.  Thirty-three  planted 
with  Pennsylvania  certified  seed 
showed  only  0.14%  virus  compared 
to  0.34%  in  17  fields  planted  with 
out-of-state  seed.  The  virus  allow- 
ance for  certified  seed  is  2.0%. 

Alfalfa  Weevil  Parasites 

Through  cooperation  of  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Agriculture,  Parasite 
Introduction  Laboratory  at  Moores- 
town,  N.J.,  and  the  New  Jersey 
Department  of  Agriculture,  a  supply 
of  alfalfa  weevil  parasites  were  ob- 
tained for  release  in  Pennsylvania. 
Approximately  one  million  weevil 
larvae,  parasitized  from  25  to  90%, 
were  collected  in  New  Jersey.  These 
will  be  the  source  of  future  supplies 
of  parasites  to  be  released  in  Penn- 
sylvania alfalfa  fields.  The  parasites 
have  proved  an  effective  method  of 
controlling  destructive  weevils  in 
alfalfa. 

Seed  Certification 

Certified  seed  was  produced  on 
10,596  acres.  Small  grain  and  hybrid 
corn  accounted  for  971  acres.  Po- 
tatoes were  certified  on  242  acres, 
producing  enough  seed  to  plant  five 
to  six  thousand  acres  for  commercial 
production.  A  new  variety  of  celery, 
Penn  H  46,  was  certified,  as  well  as 
394  acres  of  tomatoes  and  more  than 
five  thousand  seed-producing  to- 
bacco plants. 
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State 

Farm  Show 

ijThe  theme  for  the  49th  Pennsyl- 
vania State  Farm  'Show,  held  Jan- 
uary 11-15.  1965,  was  "Agribusiness 
-Keystone  for  the  New  Pennsyl- 
vania." 

Governor  William  W.  Scranton, 
in  extending  greetings,  said  of  the 
show,  "It  is  a  massive  demonstration 
of  the  vitality  that  characterizes  the 
state's  agriculture.  This  vitality  is 
:ontributing  to  a  concentrated  for- 
ward movement  that  is  leading 
toward  a  New  Pennsylvania." 

Practically  every  phase  of  the 
ihow  was  marked  by  increase  or 
mprovement  over  the  preceding 
year,  including  the  quality  of  ex- 
liibits.  Lack  of  available  space,  how- 
ever, prohibits  expansion  of  the 
how  to  its  full  potential. 
'  Entries  in  the  livestock  and  dairy 
departments  had  to  be  turned  away 


due  to  lack  of  barn  space.  All  avail- 
able space  in  the  main  building  and 
large  arena  for  commercial  exhibits 
was  occupied  and,  again,  more  re- 
quests were  received  than  could  be 
accommodated. 

In  the  competitive  show,  $63,- 
683.50  in  premiums  was  offered  in 
27  departments.  A  total  of  10,841 
exhibits  were  entered  by  3,762 
exhibitors,  and  cash  awards 
amounted  to  $52,359.70,  the  highest 
amount  won  by  competitors  at  any 
Farm  Show. 

Record  prices  were  paid  for  grand 
champion  4-H  animals.  A  steer 
shown  by  Richard  Rishel,  of  York, 
brought  $5.30  a  pound,  while  the 
lamb  shown  by  Ted  Hess,  of  Leola, 
Lancaster  County,  brought  $6  a 
pound. 

Attendance  during  the  five  days  of 
the  1965  show  was  estimatecl  at 
610,000,  with  the  highest  daily  at- 
tendance estimated  at  180,000. 

Emphasis  has  been  placed  on  in- 
creased   maintenance,  renovations 
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and  mechanization  to  improve  the 
facilities  and  make  them  more  ver- 
satile to  accommodate  a  more  varied 
schedule  of  activities. 

Approximately  15  acres  of  parking 
area,  plus  the  service  area  at  the  east 
end  of  the  main  exhibition  building 
Avere  paved  before  the  shov^.  An  elec- 
trical rehabilitation  project,  to  pro- 
vide an  ample  power  supply  to  meet 
the  increased  demand,  has  been  com- 
pleted. It  included  installation  of 
new  lights  in  front  of  the  building. 

An  improved  bidding  system  for 
the  food  concession  has  been  insti- 
tuted, with  the  assistance  of  the  staff 
of  Pennsylvania  State  University,  to 
control  the  quality,  quantity  and 
price  of  foods  served  the  public. 

Preparations  are  imder  way  for 
the  Golden  Anniversary  Farm  Show 
to  be  held  January  10  through  14, 
1966. 

Other  Evenfs 

In  addition  to  the  Farm  Show,  38 
other  events  were  held  in  the  build- 
ings during  the  year.  Use  of  the 
facilities  covered  a  total  of  328  days, 
including  show  days  and  the  time 
required  for  setting  up  and  tearing 
down  exhibits.  New  shows  were  the 


Pennsylvania  All-American  Dairy 
Show,  Auto  Show,  Boy  Scouts  and 
a  Career  Exposition.  Several  new 
events  are  scheduled  for  the  coming 
year. 

The  first  Pennsylvania  Ail-Amer- 
ican Dairy  Show,  held  in  September 
1964,  drew  1,981  entries  from  600 
exhibitors  in  16  states  and  Canada. 
It  was  the  largest  international  open 
dairy  show  in  North  America.  High- 
est price  paid  for  any  animal  at  sales 
held  during  the  show  was  $3,600  for 
a  four-year-old  Jersey  cow. 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-two 
head  of  dairy  cattle  were  exhibited 
by  about  500  FFA  and  4-H  members 
in  the  Junior  Dairy  Show  that  was 
held  in  conjunction  with  the  Penn- 
sylvania Ail-American  event. 

The  eighth  Pennsylvania  Live- 
stock Exposition,  held  in  November, 
had  3,364  head  of  livestock  entered 
by  550  exhibitors.  Two  new  features 
were  introduced.  One  was  a  hog 
evaluation  contest  that  attracted  57 
entries  in  junior  and  adult  divisions. 
The  other  was  an  Arabian  horse 
breeding  division.  An  Ohio  team 
took  top  honors  in  the  intercol- 
legiate livestock  judging  competi- 
tion, while  a  Pennsylvania  team  was 
first  in  the  junior  class. 
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Soil 

and 

Water 

I  Conservation 

The  State  Soil  and  Water  Conserva- 
tion Commission  continued  to  ex- 
])and  and  accelerate  its  activities 
during  the  1964-65  fiscal  year. 

The  Commission's  basic  functions 
encompass  the  conservation  of  nat- 
ural resources,  including  soil,  water 
and  wildlife.  The  Commission  also 
assists  in  the  control  of  floods,  pre- 
vents impairment  of  dams  and 
reservoirs,  aids  in  maintaining  the 
navigability  of  rivers  and  harbors, 
and  supports  the  federal-state  soil 
survey  program  in  Pennsylvania. 

I 


The  population  explosion  has 
multiplied  many  times  the  problems 
connected  with  sensible  use  of  our 
natural  resources,  and  also  has  cre- 
ated many  new  problems.  The 
Commission  is  continually  striving 
to  keep  Pennsylvania  in  the  fore- 
front among  the  states  in  developing 
a  progressive  and  adequate  program. 
Accomplishing  this  requires  the  sup- 
port and  cooperation  of  numerous 
local,  state  and  federal  agencies. 

Particular  credit  for  outstanding 
accomplishments  must  be  given  to 
the  62  local  Soil  and  Water  Con- 
servation Districts  of  the  state,  and 
to  more  than  300  local  district  di- 
rectors who  serve  without  compensa- 
tion. Assisting  these  districts  are  the 
Soil  Conservation  Service  of  USDA, 
the  Agricultural  Stabilization  and 
Conservation  Service,  the  Farmers' 
Home  Administration,  the  United 


States  Geological  Survey,  the  Penn- 
sylvania State  University,  and  Penn- 
sylvania's Fish  Commission,  Game 
Commission,  Department  of  Forests 
and  Waters,  Department  of  High- 
ways, and  Department  of  Public 
Instruction. 

Land  Consemaiion  Practices— Dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year,  the  planned  con- 
servation program  in  Pennsylvania 
included: 

261  fann  ponds  built; 

145,665  acres  of  strip  cropping; 

912,560  lineal  feet  of  diversion 
terraces; 

5,074  acres  of  tree  planting; 

31,243  acres  of  grassland  improve- 
ment; 

55,335  acres  of  wildlife  improve- 
ment; 

1,857,221  lineal  feet  of  tile  drain- 
age; 

799  acres  of  grass  waterways. 

Small  Watershed  Projects(P.L.566) 
—Federal  legislation  passed  in  1954 
encourages  the  construction  of  Hood 
controls— including  water  holding 
structures— on  small  watersheds  of 
less  than  250,000  acres. 

During  the  year  P.L.566  proj- 
ects involved:  Five  applications 
approved;  six  watershed  plans  com- 
pleted; 13  flood  prevention  struc- 
tures (dams)  built;  24  counties 
participating  in  watershed  activities. 

Pennsylvania  has  one  of  the  ten 
Resource  Conservation  and  Develop- 
ment projects  approved  in  the  na- 
tion. These  projects  are  actually 
greatly  expanded  versions  of  pro- 
grams provided  under  P.L.566. 
In  addition  to  flood  control,  there 
are  opportunities  for  developing 
recreational  activities,  water  supply 
lesources,  wildlife  areas,  and  soil 
conservation.  These  projects  gen- 
erally involve  a  number  of  small 
watersheds.    Pennsylvania's  project 


includes  Crawford,  Mercer  and 
Venango  counties. 

Soil  Survey  Progrfl???— Remarkable 
progress  was  made  on  soil  surveys 
in  the  state  with  1,635,000  acres 
mapped  during  the  year,  453,801 
acres  more  than  in  the  previous 
year.  Twenty-three  counties  have 
been  completely  surveyed,  with  re- 
ports published  on  13  of  these 
counties.  Surveys  are  nearing  com- 
pletion in  several  other  counties. 

There  is  a  growing  demand  by 
officials  throughout  the  state,  espe- 
cially those  in  urban  areas,  to  have 
soil  surveys  made  and  to  have  in- 
terpretative data  available. 

River  Basin  Studies— The  Commis- 
sion has  worked  with,  and  assisted 
in  the  coordination  of  activities  in 
connection  with  river  basin  studies 
of  the  Delaware,  Genesee,  Ohio, 
Potomac  and  Susquehanna  rivers. 

Project  70— Although  not  directly 
involved  in  the  development  of 
projects  under  this  program,  the 
Commission  is  intensely  interested 
in  seeing  that  wise  use  is  made  of 
our  natural  resources  and  in  the 
preservation  of  our  best  agricultural 
land  for  agricultural  purposes.  Since 
the  beginning  of  1965,  the  Com- 
mission staff  has  been  scrutinizing 
proposed  projects  to  see  that  our 
agricultural  land  is  given  proper 
consideration  and  protection  against 
unreasonable  acquisition  for  non- 
agricultural  purposes. 

Appalachian  Program— The  State 
Soil  and  Water  Conservation  Com- 
mission has  been  designated  by  Gov- 
ernor Scranton  as  the  state  agency 
responsible  for  developing  a  state 
program  designed  to  activate  Section 
203  of  the  Appalachian  Act.  This 
section  provides  for  enhancement  of 
economic  opportunities  and  benefits 
through  the  application  of  conserva- 
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tion  measures  to  privately  owned 
lands.  The  Commission  has  submit- 
ted a  state  program  to  the  Federal 
Appalachian  Commission  for  its 
approval. 

Fifty-two  counties  in  Pennsylvania 
are  eligible  to  participate  in  pro- 
grams provided  by  the  Appalachian 
Act.  Fifteen  southern  and  south- 
eastern counties  are  not  included. 

Staff  Activities— A  field  representa- 
tive and  program  specialists  have 
been  added  to  the  Commission  staff. 

Fourteen  workshops  were  held  for 
district  directors.  In  addition,  staff 
members  worked  with  districts  in 
planning  and  effecting  their  annual 


programs.  Numerous  talks  on  con- 
servation were  given  by  staff  mem- 
bers. News  articles,  photographs  and 
educational  programs  also  were  used 
to  convey  the  conservation  story  to 
the  public. 

Too  few  people  realize  their  own 
stake  in  a  conservation  program. 
One  of  the  biggest  jobs  in  the  con- 
servation field,  therefore,  is  that  of 
educating  the  public  that  too  often 
is  wasteful  and  negligent.  And,  hav- 
ing provided  the  education,  then 
there  must  be  instilled  in  the  public 
an  enthusiastic  sense  of  responsibil- 
ity for  the  part  that  they  can  per- 
form in  this  important  task. 


State 

Harness  Racing 
Commission 


1  he  State  Harness  Racing  Commis- 
sion has  general  jurisdiction  over 
pari-mutuel  harness  racing  in  Penn- 
sylvania. 

In  1964,  Pennsylvania's  second  sea- 
son of  this  sport,  three  meets  were 
held  at  two  tracks  with  a  total  of 
150  days  of  harness  racing  with  pari- 
mutuel  wagering.  Construction  of  a 
third  track,  in  Luzerne  County,  was 
started  during  the  year. 

Increased  popularity  of  the  sport 
was  indicated  by  a  sharp  increase  in 
attendance  in  1964.  The  total,  1,- 
229,629,  was  22,796  higher  than  in 
1963. 


Income  received  by  the  Common- 
wealth from  this  source  also  rose  in 
1964.  The  total,  .$3,967,664.93,  was 
up  $463,647.30  from  the  previous 
year.  The  state's  total  income  for  the 
two  years  was  $7,471,582.56,  most  of 
which  was  derived  from  taxes  on 
wagers  and  admissions. 

Close  supervision  of  all  activities 
relating  to  this  sport  maintained  the 
state's  enviable  reputation  for  high- 
calibre  competition  and  excellent 
track  conditions. 

During  the  first  week  of  the  1964 
season,  a  drugging  incident  involv- 
ing five  horses  was  detected.  Al- 
though the  drug  was  relatively  new, 
the  Commission's  chemist  had  estab- 
lished means  of  detection  and  iden- 
tification before  the  racing  season 
opened. 

Prompt  action  was  taken  by  the 
Commission  which  handed  out 
heavy  suspensions  to  three  driver- 
trainers  who  were  implicated.  No 
further  incidents  of  this  nature 
occurred. 
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Crop 

Reporting 

The  Crop  Reporting  Service  is  the 
main  fact-finding  agency  for  both 
the  Pennsylvania  and  U.S.  Depart- 
ments of  Agriculture.  This  agency 
for  collecting  and  disseminating  cur- 
rent data  on  agriculture  for  the  state 
has  been  in  operation  about  70  years. 
Its  primary  objective  is  to  report  the 
basic  statistical  facts  of  the  state's 
agriculture.  The  importance  of  the 
work  has  grown  in  recent  years  un- 
der the  economic  impact  of  Agri- 
business that  embraces  agriculture 
and  its  many  related  industries. 

These  reports  cover  35  crops. 
They  include  estimates  of  acre- 
ages farmers  intend  to  plant,  acres 
planted,  acres  harvested,  production, 
disposition  and  stocks.  Forecasts  of 
production  are  made  each  month 
during  the  growing  season;  these  are 
based  on  crop  conditions  and  prob- 
able yields  per  acre  as  reported  to 
the  Service  on  the  first  of  the  month. 

Livestock  and  poultry  reports  in- 
clude estimates  of  numbers  of 
animals  on  hand  at  strategic  times 
during  the  year.  Other  reports  show 


production  and  marketing  inten- 
tions of  farmers  and  their  actual 
production  and  marketing.  Year-end 
estimates  are  made  of  livestock  and 
poultry  production  and  disposition. 

Dairy  reports  list  milk  cow  num- 
bers, monthly  and  annual  milk  pro- 
duction and  the  use  of  milk  for 
various  purposes  on  farms  and  in 
processing  plants. 

Price  reports  show  prices  received 
by  farmers  for  commodities  they 
produce;  prices  paid  by  farmers  for 
family  living  and  production  items; 
indexes  of  prices  received  and  of 
prices  paid;  the  parity  index,  and 
the  season  average  price  of  crops, 
livestock  and  livestock  products. 

Seasonal  reports  include  those  for 
bees  and  honey,  maple  products,  red 
clover  and  timothy  seed,  and  farm 
wage  rates  and  labor.  Weekly  re- 
ports include  those  for  broiler  chick 
production,  and  crop  and  weather 
conditions. 

Approximately  25,000  volunteers 
serve  as  crop  and  livestock  reporters 
on  the  Pennsylvania  farm  front. 
During  the  past  fiscal  year,  319  sur- 
veys were  conducted.  From  the  re- 
sults of  these  surveys,  a  total  of 
772,000  copies  of  separate  reports 
were  distributed. 


EXPENDITURES  OF  VARIOUS  PROGRAMS 

July  1,  1964  to  June  30,  1965 
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Total   
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Total   
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633,680.72 
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176,992.43 
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TOTAL,  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE  $5,493,885.54 

"»JOTE:  Amounts  shown  represent  actual  expenditures  as  of  June  30,  1965, 
IS  funds  encumbered  as  of  that  date. 


